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Thank you for your maritime service

and taking the time to review our

Newsletter. We at the Law Offices of

Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. hope you find the

following information helpful. If you

have any questions regarding your

rights or remedies please contact us at

any time. We are here to serve you. 

 
 AVOID DRUGS AND ALCOHOL IF SAILING! 

 The Coast Guard is looking for seamen that fail
drug or alcohol tests.  At the very least, the sailor is
likely to lose his sailing privileges for 90 days, often
much longer.  The Coast Guard is rather inflexible
when it comes to trying to negotiate a lesser penalty

than what they chose to charge. They have to justify their budget
and workload, so they are always looking for cases to prosecute. 
Keep in mind that even a first offense that ends up with a 90 day
suspension, in reality is much greater than a 90 day economic loss.
By the time the sailor applies and receives his or her suspended
documents back it can take up to 4 and sometimes even 5 months
before he or she is back in line to catch a ship.  Since 9/11 and the
Exxon Valdez, alcohol and drug violations are no laughing matter!

 
  

QUESTION FROM THE BRIDGE
  

        I injured my back on a vessel and rather than go
ashore for treatment at the next port I chose to drink some
alcohol to ease the pain.  I was randomly tested for alcohol



the following day and now the Coast Guard wants my
documents.  Do I have a defense? 
 

  Marvin. Oakland, CA

 

Marvin,

 

      Probably not as far as the Coast Guard is concerned.  It

would be particularly difficult to defend your actions if no

injury had been reported before the test.  Self­medicating

with drugs or alcohol is foolish and puts your career at

stake.  When injured always report it and seek the

necessary care.  Even taking some narcotic medications

you carry for just such occasions as an unexpected injury

or illness can get you in trouble.

About Our Law Firm

For more than four decades, merchant mariners, longshoremen,

fishermen and harbor workers plying their trades at sea, on the docks,

on our U.S. coastal waters and inland waterways have turned to the

maritime law firm of Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates in Oakland. Today,

we are proud to be recognized as one of the preeminent maritime law

firms serving injured marine workers nationwide, as well as one of the

most successful personal injury litigation firms serving victims of

negligence in the San Francisco Bay Area and throughout the West

Coast.

 

Team Approach to Every Personal Injury and Jones Act

Claim

When you retain Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates for a Jones Act injury

claim; or personal injury claim, you don't get just one attorney, you get

our entire team of dedicated professionals. Our attorneys offer more

than 150 combined years of courtroom and negotiated claims settlement

experience. We will represent your interests with unwavering

dedication, speed and expertise.
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