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Thank you for your maritime service and taking 
the time to review our Newsletter. We at the Law 
Offices of  Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. hope you find the 
following information informative and helpful. If  
you have any questions regarding your rights or 
remedies please contact us at any time. We are 
here to serve you.
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VIBRATORY TOOLS AND INJURY  
(PART III) 

There are different types of injuries that can arise with the use of vibratory 
tools.  The most common tool is the needle gun and the most common injury is 
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome ("CTS").  However, harm beyond CTS can occur with 
the use of vibratory tools. This can include injury to both the nerves in the 
hand and arm (commonly associated with CTS) as well as vascular injury.  It is 
the combination of both nerve and vascular injury that forecasts the most 
serious cases of disability.  Many doctors readily diagnose CTS but fail to 
examine or test for a vascular component of this type of injury.  If you suffer 
from CTS-like complaints be sure and seek consultation with a physician 
versed in the vascular type of harm that often accompanies these exposures! 
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QUESTION FROM THE BRIDGE

About Our Law Firm 
For more than four decades, merchant mariners, longshoremen, fishermen and harbor workers plying 
their trades at sea, on the docks, on our U.S. coastal waters and inland waterways have turned to the 
maritime law firm of  Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates in Oakland. Today, we are proud to be recognized as 
one of  the preeminent maritime law firms serving injured marine workers nationwide, as well as one of  
the most successful personal injury litigation firms serving victims of  negligence in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and throughout the West Coast. !!
Team Approach to Every Personal Injury and Jones Act Claim 
When you retain Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates with a Jones Act injury claim or personal injury claim, 
you don't get just one attorney, you get our entire team of  dedicated professionals. Our attorneys offer 
more than 150 combined years of  courtroom and negotiated claims settlement experience. We will 
represent your interests with unwavering dedication, speed and expertise. 
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I have used needle guns on ships for years and my doctor says I now 
have carpal tunnel syndrome and require surgery.  What will this do for 
my future work at sea?  
 
Mario D., Seattle 

Mario, !
First of all, make sure that carpal tunnel syndrome is the only 
ailment incurred from the use of needle guns.  There may be a 
vascular (blood vessel) component to your problem and a 
specialist can test for that problem.  Once the proper treatment is 
rendered, you should avoid any further needle gun work.  At the 
very least, you should limit it to one hour or less per day, but 
avoidance altogether is preferred.
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