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Thank you for your maritime
service and taking the time to
review our Newsletter. We at the
Law Offices of Lyle C. Cavin, Jr.
hope you find the following
information helpful. If you have any
questions regarding your rights or
remedies please contact us at any
time. We are here to serve you.
 

VIBRATORY TOOLS ARE 
DANGEROUS!

 
Although this topic has been mentioned in
past newsletters it bears repeating.  Vibratory
tools such as needleguns, scalers, and impact
wrenches can all cause serious and
permanent injury to your hands and arms. 
Shipowners and shoreside employers largely
ignore the limits that are required in the use
of these tools.  The lack of adequate insulated
gloves contributes to this problem.  If you are
tasked with the use of any of these tools,

make sure you have been provided the manufacturer's warnings as
to the amount of use that is safely permissible and provided with
adequate protective gloves.  Repeated use of these tools can lead to
permanent and irreversible damage to your neurological and
vascular systems in your upper extremities.

QUESTION FROM THE BRIDGE



I have been using needleguns to remove paint aboard
ship for several years. When I complained to my
doctor about problems with my hands and wrists he
dismissed this as just age-related arthritis. What
should I do?
                      Lester, Norfolk, VA.

Answer:Answer:   Lester, you need to find a doctor knowledgeable in
vibratory tool injury and make sure you undergo the necessary
testing to determine if it is simply arthritis or the effects of tool use
which results in much more serious harm.  There are specific tests
that can be performed to determine the extent of any such damage. 

About Our Law Firm
For more than four decades, merchant mariners, longshoremen,
fishermen and harbor workers plying their trades at sea, on the
docks, on our U.S. coastal waters and inland waterways have turned
to the maritime law firm of Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates in
Oakland. Today, we are proud to be recognized as one of the
preeminent maritime law firms serving injured marine workers
nationwide, as well as one of the most successful personal injury
litigation firms serving victims of negligence in the San Francisco Bay
Area and throughout the West Coast.
 

Team Approach to Every Personal Injury and 
Jones Act Claim

When you retain Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates for a Jones Act injury
claim, or personal injury claim, you don't get just one attorney, you
get our entire team of dedicated professionals. Our attorneys offer
more than 150 combined years of courtroom and negotiated claims
settlement experience. We will represent your interests with
unwavering dedication, speed and expertise.
 

Law Offices of Lyle C. Cavin, Jr.Law Offices of Lyle C. Cavin, Jr.

 
Law Offices of Lyle C. Cavin, Jr. & Associates

"Serving the Merchant Mariner Since 1970"
1888CREWLAW or 1888-273-9529
510-444-2501    Fax: 510-444-4209

428 Alice St., Suite 128,  Oakland, CA 94607
     

www.sealawyer.com 

http://www.sealawyer.com

